The 44TH Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Prayer Breakfast - Let us rise up with a greater readiness and determination.
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Jonathan McCoy is the son of Rev. William and Joan McCoy of Durham, NC. His father was a chaplain for the Federal
Bureau of Prisons, serving in PA, CA, IL, and NC. Growing up, Jonathan, his mother, and brother Michael attended many
services in these institutions, which shaped his belief in servant leadership and social justice.

In 1983, the McCoys settled in Durham, NC. Jonathan graduated from Northern High School in 1987 and earned a football
scholarship to Mars Hill College (now Mars Hill University). He was a football player, Residential Living staff member, and
the first African American elected SGA President as a senior.

Jonathan earned B.A. degrees in History and Political Science in 1992 and an M.A. in History from NC State University in
2000. Before returning to his alma mater in 2018, he taught at-risk students in Durham and Wake County schools, coaching
football, wrestling, and track. His teaching focuses on helping students develop self-awareness, critical thinking, and
cultural consciousness.

In 2020, alongside teaching, Jonathan became director of MHU’s CDElI, collaborating with campus and community partners
to create sustained equity grounded in diverse initiatives.
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